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Ritual to celebrate the 170th Anniversary of 

Catherine’s Death on 11th November 1841 
11/11/11 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
We thank God for Catherine, for the legacy Catherine left us and, in 

Ritual, we celebrate and remember her final hours.  On 11th November 
2011 this year we will celebrate the 170th anniversary of Catherine’s 

death.  
 

(Soft music and light Catherine Candle) 

 
(Bouquet of flowers placed on focus) 

 

 
 
Narrator: On leaving her last Foundation in Handsworth, Birmingham 

on 20th September 1841, Catherine was a very sick woman and not 
afraid to admit it. 

 
On 30th August 1841 Catherine wrote to Bishop Browne of Galway, 

regretting her inability to attend a profession ceremony.  
 

She gave illness as an excuse.  
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Catherine: “I have just had the honour to receive your 

esteemed letter, and deeply regret that I am not to have the 
happiness of uniting with my beloved Sisters on the joyful 

occasion of their Holy Profession.  Even in this warm weather, 
My Lord, if I remain any time in a room with a window open I 

am coughing all night and disturbing the poor Sisters who are 
near me.  I propose to return to Baggot Street on 20th 

September and expect to be confined to a closed room as the 
least blast makes me very troublesome for several days 

together, but to travel in October would be very imprudent 
indeed, My Lord.” 

 
Narrator: It was also from Handsworth that she wrote to Sister 

Teresa Carton in Baggot Street giving instructions for the preparation 
of the room in which she was to spend her last days before dying on 

November 11th 1841.  In asking for preparations to be made for her 

homecoming, she also showed great motherly concern for Sister 
Teresa whose health was always a worry to her.   

 
Catherine: “I am going to give you some important cautions 

and commissions.  Mother de Pazzi tells me the parlours are 
colouring (being painted).  I hope you will be very careful not 

to get a fresh cold.  Do not go to sit in the room until it is 
perfectly dry.  I hope the chimneys of both parlours were well 

swept before the ceilings were whitened.” 
 

Narrator: Catherine then gave very explicit instructions. 
 

Catherine: “Bespeak an iron bedstead for me.  The directions 
are as follows.  You will get this done exactly.  Make sure the 

person (workman) read it well.  He will think the bed too near 

the ground; but it is to be so.  The pattern of the check material 
is in my desk or flat box.  Get it also.  

 
(Check material placed on focus) 

 
Have the infirmary very well cleaned.  Move your bed to where 

Sister Mary Clare’s was and clear out your corner for mine, 
where I will not hear the noise of the street.  I will want a fire 

– when I think of the day you will get this: I suppose the 8th.  It 
seems impossible to have it done in time, but you may try, and 

it would be ready in a day or two after.” 
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“You are not to leave the room: a little coughing will never 

disturb me.  I am much better there.  Some days I have a very 
bad appetite and I do not like bread or butter.  It tastes quite 

different. 
 

Do not have any hurry about getting the bed done.  It will be 
time enough when I arrive.  The third bed is to be taken away. 

It is strange to me, my dearest Sister Teresa, to write so much 
about myself and to give such trouble.”    

 
(Book of Letters placed on Focus) 

 
Narrator: On October 29th Catherine became bedridden, suffering 

from pulmonary tuberculosis complicated by an abscess.  On Monday 
November 8th she was anointed by Redmond O’Hanlon and two days 

later Sister Mary Ursula Frayne wrote from Baggot Street to the 

superiors of the various foundations to say:  
 

Voice: “Our very dear and much beloved Reverend Mother is 
considered to be past hope of recovery.  May Almighty God in 

His infinite Mercy prepare us all for the heavy affliction which 
awaits us”. 

 
Narrator: During the early morning of November 11th Catherine 

wrapped up her shoes and instruments of penance in brown paper and 
twine and asked Sister Mary Vincent Whitty to burn the parcel without 

looking at its contents.   
 

(Parcel containing shoes is placed on focus) 
 

Narrator: At about half past eight in the morning the Holy Sacrifice 

was offered in her room and she received the last Sacraments.  She 
said it would be a comfort to her to see the White Cloaks on the 

Sisters, for she had been anointed without the usual ceremony on 
Monday, more to hasten her recovery than that she was thought in 

immediate danger. 
Narrator: Her agony commenced about 11 o’clock, she spoke very 

little but was visited that day by her brother James, his wife Frances 
and their daughters; by several priests, including Redmond O’Hanlon, 

Myles Gaffney, Walter Meyler and William Walsh of Kingstown, Thomas 
O’Carroll and by Doctor William Stokes.  To the doctor she said:  

 
Catherine: “Well Doctor, the scene is drawing to a close.” 
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Narrator: At about 4 o’clock Catherine desired the bed to be moved to 

the centre of the room saying she would soon want air.  She 
recognised all: told little Sister Camillus Byrne (who was her God child) 

to kiss her and go away, that she would see her again, as if to prevent 
her from weeping.  

 
About five in the evening she asked for the candle to be placed in her 

hand; we commenced the last prayers, then I repeated one or two she 
herself had taught me; she said with energy:  

 
Catherine: “God may bless you!”   

 
Narrator: At about 7 she spoke to each Sister present in the room 

and said to each one what was most suited; but her first and last 
injunction to all was to preserve union and peace amongst each other, 

that if they did they would enjoy great happiness, such as they would 

wonder where it came from. 
 

(Sayings of Catherine distributed. Soft music is played while reflecting 
for a few minutes on Catherine’s message.) 

 
Narrator: To Sister Teresa Carton Catherine said:  

 
Catherine: “Will you tell the Sisters to get a good cup of tea – I 

think the Community room would be a good place – when I am 
gone, and to comfort one another, but God will comfort them.”   

 
(Cup and saucer placed in the focus) 

 
Narrator: When we thought the senses must be going and that it 

might be well to rouse attention by praying a little louder, she said:  

 
Catherine “No occasion my darling, to speak so loud, I hear 

distinctly”.   
 

Narrator: In this way she continued until ten minutes before eight 
when she calmly breathed her last sigh. 

 
PAUSE 

(The Catherine candle is extinguished) 
PAUSE 

 
Although dead, yet Catherine is still alive in each one of us and walks 

beside us on our journey.   
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Using the Mercy Cross to symbolise Catherine, 
hold it high and say to all: 

“May we all endeavour to keep Catherine’s spirit alive 
and preserve Union and Charity”. 

 
PAUSE 

 
Concluding Prayer 

Prayer for the Beatification of Venerable Catherine McAuley 
 

Loving God, you chose Catherine McAuley for the service of your 
people who are poor, sick and uneducated.  You inspired her to found 

the Sisters of Mercy so that these good works might endure. Give to 
each of us a portion of her compassionate spirit and an ardent desire 

to serve your suffering people.  Bless all our undertakings and grant 

that union and charity may always thrive among us.  Graciously hear 
our prayer for Catherine, and by granting the favours we ask through 

her intercession, hasten the day when her sanctity will be celebrated 
by all the Church.     Amen 

  
 

Suscipe of Venerable Catherine McAuley 
My God, I am yours for time and eternity. 

Lord, I am yours for ever. 
It is you must teach me to trust in your providence.   

Loving Lord. 
  

You are a God of love and tenderness. 
I place my trust in you and  

I ask that you grant me acceptance of your will.  

Loving Lord. 
  

Take from my heart all painful anxiety. 
Let nothing sadden me but sin  

and then let my delight be hoping to see your face. 
God, my all. 


